[Vascular surgical patients and patient rights legislation].
From 1 January 2001, a new Patients Rights' Act came into force in Norway that regulates many aspects of clinical work, including patients' right to be adequately informed, the right to a second opinion, the right to choose hospital, the right to refuse a blood transfusion, and the terminally ill patient's right to refuse further treatment. This study aims at assessing the impact of the new legislation on given cases in vascular surgery and to clarify in what ways work procedures in a vascular surgical department should be changed in view of the new rules. Ten cases drawn from our department between autumn 2000 and January 2001 were analysed in relation to the new legislation, each case representing a specific medico-legal issue regulated by the new act. By and large, established practice in our department is in line with the new legislation. However, better documentation is required, as well as more emphasis on integrity in relation to competing hospitals. Surgeons should be well informed on regulations directly affecting the practice of surgery.